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Town  Hall,  Radcliffe. 


September,  1949. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldennen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of 

Radcliffe. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  1948. 

The  National  Health  Services  Act  came  into  force  last  July, 
and  has  been  responsible  for  widespread  changes  in  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Health  services  everywhere.  Services  which  have  been 
established  and  extended  in  the  Borough,  and  which  have 
functioned  for  many  years,  are  now  under  other  control.  Measures 
dealing  with  the  prevention  of  epidemics  and  infectious  diseases 
and  the  environmental  services  are  still  the  responsibility  of  the 
Borough  Council,  but  the  more  personal  services — Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare,  School  Medical  Services,  etc. — are  administered 
bv  the  County  Council  through  Number  12  Divisional  Committee. 

Whilst  the  Staff  remains  as  it  did  before  the  change-over,  and 
continues  to  work  in  the  same  area,  little  difference  will  be  felt 
in  the  carrying  on  of  the  work,  but  as  time  goes  on  I  am  afraid 
there  may  be  a  tendency  to  lose  some  of  the  personal  and  intimate 
contact  with  the  people  of  the  town — especially  the  mothers  and 
children — which  has  always  been  a  feature  of  our  Health  and 
School  Medical  Department. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  assumed  control  of  the  Bealey 
Maternity  Home  on  July  5th.  Since  1926,  when  it  was  opened 
as  a  Maternity  Home  for  the  mothers  of  Radcliffe  up  to  Julv,  1948, 
4,001  births  have  taken  place  in  the  Home. 

Most  towns  of  the  size  of  Radcliffe  have  had  in  the  past  to 
depend  on  Voluntary  Hospitals  or  Public  Institutions  belonging  to 
the  other  authorities  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  maternity  cases, 
and  Radcliffe  mothers  have  been  privileged  for  the  past  22  years 
in  having  such  excellent  facilities  available  at  a  nominal  cost. 

It  was  fully  appreciated  by  those  who  benefited  from  it,  and 
the  Borough  was  fortunate  in  the  fact  that  the  matrons  and  staff 
who  during  (his  period  were  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the 


patients,  never  spared  themselves  in  the  performance  ol  their 
duties,  and  never  hesitated  to  sacrifice  their  own  comioit  and 
leisure  time  in  the  interests  of  those  under  their  care. 

More  houses  have  been  erected  in  the  town,  but  the  demand 
is  still  greatly  in  excess  ol  t lie  supply,  and  from  the  point  ol  view 
of  the  Health  Department  the  situation  is  no  better  than  before. 

There  are  many  difficulties  not  easy  to  settle  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  There  are  such  problems  as  the  large  families 
living'  under  overcrowded  conditions,  and  who  are  regaided  as 
unsuitable  tenants  for  corporation  houses  on  account  ol  their 
history  and  their  inability  to  make  more  use  of  their  resources  and 
environment ;  there  is  the  vexed  question  of  having  to  live  with 
the  “  in-laws;”  there  is  the  dissatisfaction  of  living  in  a  house 
in  a  poor  state  of  repair  and  without  amenities  such  as  a  bath 
and  hot  water,  whilst  friends  and  former  neighbours  have  managed 
to  obtain  modern  homes. 

The  points  system  has  perhaps  eased  the  difficulties  to  some 
extent  from  those  responsible  for  the  letting  of  Council  houses, 
but  the  fact  remains  that  until  modern  houses  are  available  on  a 
much  larger  scale  than  thev  are  now,  there  will  be  grumbling  and 
discontent. 

On  the  home  circumstances  and  early  training  depends  to  a 
large  extent  the  kind  of  citizen  the  child  becomes  when  he  reaches 
adult  life.  However  much  is  done  to  cater  for  the  physical  needs 
of  the  children  outside  their  own  homes,  if  they  are  brought  up 
in  an  atmosphere  which  leads  to  unhappiness  and  family  upsets, 
their  whole  mental  attitude  is  likely  to  be  warped. 

Constant  petty  annoyances  due  to  overcrowding,  lack  of 
facilities  for  maintaining  personal  cleanliness,  inadequate  sleeping 
accommodation,  etc.,  will  almost  certainly  cause  resentment,  and 
will  leave  permanent  scars  on  the  child’s  mind  and  character. 

1  referred  at  length  in  my  report  last  year  to  the  nuisance 
caused  by  the  emission  of  smoke.  I  regret  that  there  has  been 
no  appreciable  improvement  during  the  period  now  under  review. 

Although  there  are  not  a  large  number  of  privies,  wet  and 
dry  ashpits,  no  further  progress  has  been  made  in  reducing  these 
numbers  since  1939. 


The  table  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  shows  the  pro¬ 
gress  made  between  the  world  wars,  and  I  hope  it  may  soon  be 
possible  to  deal  with  those  that  still  remain. 

Waste  water  closets  are  also  a  problem,  and  the  frequency 
with  which  they  go  out  of  order,  and  the  difficulty  in  effecting 
repairs,  render  them  a  nuisance  and  a  danger  to  health. 

Progress  was  less  spectacular  in  dealing  with  these  before  the 
war,  but  a  start  had  been  made,  and  there  was  every  prospect  of 
their  abolition  at  an  earlv  date  if  war  had  not  intervened. 

file  health  of  the  population  generally  was  good,  and  with 
the  exception  of  measles,  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was 
low. 


In  submitting  this  report  1  take  the  opportunity  to  express 
my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Council  in  general,  and  particularly  to  • 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the.  Health  Committee,  for  their 
support  and  encouragement. 

I  also  desire  to  record  mv  appreciation  of  the  good  work  done 
bv  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


W.  S.  HAYDOCK. 
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Borough  of  Radcliffe. 

Illlllllllll II  llll  II I 

A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  .  4,yi5 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population, 

1948  .  27,700 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  o(  1948)  according 

to  Rate  Book  .  9,144 

Rateable  Value .  £161,029 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate .  £635 


Though  still  above  the  average  of  pre-war  years  there  has 
been  an  appreciable  drop  in  the  birth  rate,  and  the  death  rate  is 
also  slightlv  below  that  of  1947. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer  are  also  less  than  in 
recent  years,  and  for  the  fourth  consecutive  year  there  were  no 
maternal  deaths. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate. 


Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 
Illegitimate. . . 

.  232 

9 

206 

9 

438 

18 

241 

215 

456 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated  resident  population  . 

..  16.4 

Still  Births . 

8 

*  6 

14 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  Still)  Births  ... 

29.0. 

Deaths  . 

...  213 

181 

394 

Crude  death  rate  per 

1,000  of  resident  population 

14.2. 

8 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Deaths 

Nil. 

Kate  per  1,000 
total  (live  and 
still;  births 

Nil 

Other  Maternal  Cases  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  I  year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births .  43 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births..  38 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  166 


Deaths  Irom  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  52 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil. 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil. 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  ...  .  2 


Deaths  according  to  Wards  : — 


Ainsworth  . 

Males 

.  ...  10 

Females 

0 

Total 

28 

Black  Lane  . 

.  56 

58 

114 

RadclifFe  Bridge . 

.  36 

44 

80 

RadclifFe  Hall  ...  ...  . 

31 

76 

Stand  Lane  . 

57 

39 

96 

213 

181 

394 

Mean  Rates  for  the  past  30  years 


Mean  Rate  of  5  years 

Birth 

Rate 

Per  1000  of  Population 

Death  Rate  Death 

Crude  from  Tuber-  Rate 

Death  culosis  of  Res-  from 

Rate  piratory  System  Cancer 

Maternal 
Mortality 
Rate  per 
1000  Live 
Births 

Rate  of 

Death 

under 

1  year  to 
1000  Births 

1915  to  1919. . . . 

15.2 

16.6 

0 . 97  not 

4.1 

113 

1920  to  1924 .... 

17.9 

13.4 

0.66  available 

3.5 

94 

1925  to  1929 .... 

13.4 

13.3 

0.56 

4.9 

60 

1930  to  1934. .  . . 

13.2 

13.1 

0.66  1.53 

2.96 

51 

1935  to  1939...  . . 

12.5 

13.7 

0.42  1.89 

4.7 

58.7 

1940  to  1944 .... 

15.6 

14.4 

0.34  1.93 

2.9 

51.7 

1945 . 

17.1 

14.8 

0.25  2.28 

Nil 

55 

1946  . 

18.1 

13.2 

0.11  2.34 

Nil 

43 

1947  . 

20.9 

14.6 

0.29  2.70 

Nil 

34 

1948  ...... 

16.4 

14-2 

0.14  1.80 

Nil 

43 

l'he  causes  of  death  are  as  lollows  : — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis .  4 

Syphilitic  Diseases  .  2 

Influenza  .  1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .  1 

Cancer  .  52 

Diabetes  .  2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  .  44 

Heart  Disease  .  149 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  .  12 

Bronchitis  ...  .  27 

Pneumonia  .  H 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  .  5 

Peptic  Ulcer .  3 

Diarrhoea  .  2 

Appendicitis  ...  .  1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  .  6 

Nephritis .  8 

Premature  Birth  .  5 

Other  Infant  Deaths  .  8 

Suicide .  5 

Accidents  .  2 

Other  Violent  Causes .  9 

All  other  causes . •••  35 


394 

B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

(1)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Up  to  28th  November,  1948,  specimens  were  sent  for  exami¬ 
nation  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  York  Place,  Manchester, 
and  after  that  date  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Monsall 
Hospital. 

The  number  of  specimens  examined  and  the  results  are  as 
follows  : — 


10 


Number.  Po-itive  Negative. 

Swabs  from  suspected  Diphtheria  cases 


and  contacts .  20  —  20 

Milk  for  presence  of  Tuberculosis  .  12  —  12 

Other  specimens  .  1  —  1 


In  addition  12  samples  of  Milk  were  tested  (Methylene  Blue 
test),  and  two  were  found  to  he  not  satisfactory. 

(2)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Three  Queen’s  Nurses  were  employed  by  the  Radcliflfe  and 
District  Sick  Nursing'  Association  and  one  by  the  Ainsworth  and 
Ha  rwood  Sick  Nursing-  Association.  On  July  5th  this  work  was 
taken  over  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  and  is  now  controlled 
and  supervised  by  the  County  Authority. 

1  would  like  to  pav  tribute  to  these  Associations  and  to  the 
service  they  have  rendered  for  so  manv  years.  The  town  owes 
much  to  the  men  and  women  who  have  served  both  Committees 
voluntarily  and  with  untiring-  energv  and  who  have  been  respon¬ 
sible  for  administering  the  Associations  and  finding  the  funds — 
not  always  an  easy  task  in  pre-war  days — to  carry  on  the  work. 

Both  Associations  have  been  fortunate  in  the  nurses  who  have 
served  them  loyally  and  faithfully,  and  who  have  always  carried 
out  their  duties  with  sympathy  and  understanding. 

(3)  Midwifery,  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

On  July  5th  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  as  the  Local 
Health  Authority,  became  responsible  for  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Services,  and  since  then  these  have  been  administered 
by  No.  12  Divisional  Health  Committee. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  the  number  of  visits 


paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  was  as  follows 

First  visits  to  infants . '...  222 

Total  visits  to  infants,  under  12  months  ...  400 
Total  visits  to  infants  over  12  months  ...  343 

Ante-natal — first  visits .  9 

Ante-natal — total  visits  .  17 

Other  visits .  86 
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31  of  the  births  notified  were  premature  compared  with  .30 
in  1947.  3  of  these  were  born  at  home,  11  in  the  Bealey  Maternity 

Home,  and  17  in  Hospitals  outside  the  town. 

Five  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  4  weeks — 1  ol  the  domi¬ 
ciliary  births,  I  born  in  Bealey  Home,  and  3  who  were  born  in 
Hospitals  outside  the  town. 

Of  the  other  9  babies  who  died  under  4  weeks,  the  cause  ol 
death  in  5  cases  was  Spina  Bifida,  and  all  were  born  in  Hospitals 
in  other  towns. 

Eighteen  of  the  births  notified  were  illegitimate,  compared 
with  26  in  1947. 

There  were  14  still  births,  compared  with  19  in  1947. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  18  patients  were 
treated  at  the  dental  clinic  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
pre-school  children.  The  total  attendances  were  84. 

Daily  guardians  who,  in  the  absence  ol  day  nurseries,  had 
served  a  verv  useful  purpose  in  the  town  during  the  war  years, 
ceased  to  function  after  July  5th. 

There  were  at  this  date  202  registered  daily  guardians  eating 
for  205  children  of  mothers  engaged  in  industry,  and  to  whom 
payment  was  made  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(4)  Blood  Transfusion. 

Two  blood  transfusion  sessions  were  held  at  the  School  Clinic 
during  the  year,  and  about  60  persons  attended  on  each  occasion. 

Our  rota  of  donors  is  still  much  smaller  than  it  should  be 
for  a  town  the  size  of  Radcliffe,  and  it  seems  unfair  that  the  brunt 
of  the  burden  should  be  borne  by  the  middle-aged  and  elderly 
whilst  the  younger  element  of  the  population  contribute  so  little 
to  this  very  necessary  service. 

(5)  Blindness. 

Twenty-five  local  applicants  for  pensions  under  the  Blind 
Persons  Acts  were  examined  during  the  year.  16  were  blind,  8 
not  blind,  and  1  was  referred  to  a  County  Specialist. 
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C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 
Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  is  derived  mainly  from  moorland  gathering 
grounds  and  partly  from  deep  wells.  It  is  sufficient  in  quantity 
and  is  of  good  quality. 

The  results  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  were 
satisfactory. 

The  installation  of  liming  plants  and  the  insistence  by  the 
Board  on  tin  lined  pipes  for  domestic  fittings,  have  obviated  any 
danger  from  pi  umbo-solvent  action. 

The  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board  is  responsible  for  the  supply 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  area,  and  the  Ainsworth  district  is 
supplied  bv  the  Bolton  Corporation. 

There  are  only  20  dwelling-houses — all  in  outlying  districts — 
not  on  the  main  supply,  and  there  are  no  houses  dependent  on 
stand  pipes. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

The  following  tabular  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 

O  J 

department  has  been  prepared  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
tccordancc  with  Article  lb  of  the  Sanitary  Ollicers'  Order,  1926: 

(a)  Number  of  inspections  made  during-  the  year  : — 

Inspections  ol  houses,  etc.,  including  re-inspections  1417 


Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  upon  71 

Number  of  houses  disinfected .  64 

Number  of  drains  tested  (by  smoke)  .  8 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  obtained  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  .  12 

(b)  Number  of  Notices  served  : — 

(1)  Informal  Notices  .  327 

(2)  Statutory  Notices .  9 


(c)  Compliance  with  Statutory  Notices  : — 

All  the  Statutory  Notices  were  complied  with. 

Twenty-one  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs,  and 
were  suitably  dealt  with. 

The  preparations  used  were  Zaldecide,  Vermicine,  Furmex, 
and  D.D.T.  All  the  work  was  carried  out  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  following  table  shows  the  closet  and  ashpit  accommoda¬ 
tion  at  the  end  of  1920,  also  at  the  end  of  each  of  the  past  five 
years,  and  demonstrates  the  conversions  and  additions  made  since 
the  scheme  came  into  operation  in  October,  1921. 

There  is  little  change  in  these  figures,  as  very  few  conversions 
have  been  carried  out  since  1939. 

Financial  assistance  has  been  given  lor  the  conversion  ol 
privies  to  fresh  water  closets  since  1921,  and  a  corresponding 
grant  was  sanctioned  in  May,  1938,  tor  the  conversion  of  waste 
water  closets.  All  the  privies  and  pail  closets  that  were  within 
access  to  sewers  and  the  main  water  supply  had  been  dealt  with 
before  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  steady  progress  was  being  made 
with  the  waste  water  closets  when  war  brought  this  work  to  a 
standstill. 
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•1920  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948 

Privies  .  1883  180  180  180  180  176 

Pail  Closets  .  260  241  241  236  236  236 

Fresh  Water  Closets  .  2635  8359  8359  8448  8538  8583 

Waste  Water  Closets  .  1642  1166  1166  1146  1115  1074 

Wet  Ashpits  .  1011  122  122  122  122  120 

Dry  Ashpits  .  909  294  294  292  292  288 

Ashbins  .  1849  8291  8291  8357  8416  8457 


*  lhe  figures  for  1920  do  not  include  the  districts  of  Outwood 
and  Ainsworth,  which  were  added  to  the  Borough  in  1933. 


Statistics. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  . 

(ii)  By  other  l  ocal  Authorities . 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  and  persons . 


44 
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1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(i)  (a)  1  otal  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  .  449 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  583 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolida¬ 


tion  Regulations,  1925  .  4 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  6 


(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  .  6 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  327 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  bv  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  .  .  263 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  10  ol  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(i)  Number  ol  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . 

(ii)  Number  ol  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
tit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  Bv  owners . 

(b)  Bv  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

The  housing  situation  is  still  acute,  and  unless  the  rate  of 
building  new  houses  is  greatly  accelerated  within  the  next  few 
vears  great  hardship  will  be  experienced.  Though  the  rate  of 
repairs  to  existing  houses  has  slowly  increased,  the  condition  of 
sub-standard  houses  is  rapidly  deteriorating,  and  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  mam  of  these  houses  will  have  to  be  demolished. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ¬ 
ing  inspections  made  bv  the  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number  of 


PREMISES. 


Number 

on 

Register. 


Inspec-  Written  Occupiers 

tions.  Notices.  Prosecuted. 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6,  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities  23 
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(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 


(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 


188 


78 


(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out-workers 
premises) 


TOTAL 


214 


10 


2. — Cases  in  which  Delects  were  found  : 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  Number  of 
were  found.  cases  in 

Particulars.  - which  pros- 

Referred  ecutions 

Re-  To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 
Found,  medied.  In-  In-  instituted, 
spector.  spector. 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3.)  — 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 
(S.6.) 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(а)  Unsufficient  (S.7.)  —  —  —  — 

(б)  Unsuitable  or  defective  28  28  —  25 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Home¬ 
work) 


TOTAL  28  28  —  25 


Outworkers. 

Section  110. 

Number  of  out-workers  in  August  list  required  by  Sect. 

HO  (1)  (c)  .  2 

Nature  of  work  carried  out  by  out-workers — Making  of 
Wearing  Apparel. 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to  the  Council  ...  — 

Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists  .  — 

Section  111. 

Number  of  instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises  ...  — 

Notices  served  .  — 

Prosecutions .  — 

Inspection  and  Supervision  ol  Food. 

The  war-time  measure  of  centralised  killing  has  resulted  in 
the  cessation  of  the  use  of  the  local  slaughter-houses,  all  the  meat 
coming  from  Burv.  There  is,  however,  constant  supervision  over 
milk,  meat,  and  other  foods,  and  generally  speaking  these  are 
satisfactory. 
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Eighty  visits  have  been  paid  to  farms  and  the  premises  have 
been  found  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  examined  and 
dealt  with  under  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  Salvage  Scheme:— 


Tins  of  food 
Bulk  food 

Bottles . 

Packets  ... 

Jars  ...  . 

Kegs  . 


1328 
954  lbs. 
234 
43 
17 
25 


Rodent  Control 

The  rodent  operative  has  been  fully  engaged  during  the.  year, 
and  much  good  work  has  been  done. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  : — 
Visits  made  to  premises  .  .  537 


Pre-bait  laid  .  3940  ozs. 

Poison  bait  laid . •••  3442  ozs. 

Poison  bait  taken  .  507  ozs. 


This  gives  an  approximate  kill  of  1,067  rats  and  586  mice. 

In  addition  to  this  the  whole  of  the  sewers  were  treated  twice, 
679  manholes  being  examined  each  time. 


Pre-bait  laid  .  .  2636  ozs. 

Poison  bait  laid  .  1384  ozs. 

Poison  bait  taken  .  ...  -194  ozs. 


This  gives  a  kill  of  approximately  1,009  rats. 

There  is  now  a  free  service  to  private  dwellings,  but  a  charge 
is  made  for  treating  business  premises. 

When  this  is  considered  against  the  cost  ol  damage  done 
by  the  rodents,  and  especially  under  present  conditions  of  food 
scarcity,  the  cost  becomes  negligible.  Owners  and  occupiers  ol 
premises  would  be  well  advised  to  take  advantage  of  ibis  excellent 


service. 
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Disinfection. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  is  given  in  a  previous 
table. 

The  Steam  Disinfector  at  the  Sewage  Works  has  been  of 
great  advantage,  and  the  following  articles  were  treated  : — 


Beds  or  mattresses  .  22 

Billows  .  32 

Blankets  and  sheets  .  18 

Furniture  .  13 

Clothing  ...  .  6 

Miscellaneous  articles  .  7 


98 
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□  — PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  with  the  exception  of 
measles,  was  low. 

There  were  only  2  cases  of  diphtheria.  During  the  year  980 
pre-school  and  2,691  school  children  completed  the  course  of 
immunisation  against  diphtheria,  and  at  the  end  of  December  43% 
of  the  pre-school  and  78.8o%  of  school  children  had  been  immu¬ 
nised. 
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I  lie  following'  lable  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  in  1948  and  for  the  preceding  four  vcars  : — 


Disease 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

Scarlet  Fever 

174 

73 

28 

17 

43 

Diphtheria 

10 

20 

8 

4 

2 

Typhoid  Group 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

47 

374 

36 

293 

345 

Whooping  Cough 

75 

65 

50 

61 

69 

Pneumonia 

36 

49 

31 

19 

13 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

5 

3 

3 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

5 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

Erysipelas 

11 

11 

6 

4 

13 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

19 

17 

5 

9 

16 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

8 

6 

10 

7 

8 

Infectious  Diseases 

According 

to  Wards. 

Ains-  Black 

Radcliffe 

Radcliffe 

Stand 

Disease 

worth  ] 

Lane 

Bridge 

Hall 

I.ane 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

4 

— 

26 

8 

43 

Diphtheria 

2 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

2 

Measles 

33 

75 

64 

117 

56 

345 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

20 

13 

1 

24 

69 

Pneumonia 

— 

10 

1 

1 

1 

13 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

4 

— 

5 

3 

13 

Poliomyelitis 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

— 

1 

49  114 

79 

154 

96 

492 

Tuberculosis. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  and 
deaths  recorded  during  the  year: 
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NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  Periods 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M 

F  M 

F 

. 

M 

F  M 

i  | 

F 

Years. 

0-1  . 

. . 

1-5  . 

3 

. . 

5-10  . 

i 

1 

10-15  . 

.  . 

.  . 

15-20  . 

1 

.  . 

i 

20-25  . 

1 

3 

i 

i 

25-35  . 

1 

3  .  . 

i 

i 

35-45  . 

2 

1 

45-55  . 

1 

.  .  1  1 

.  . 

55-65  . 

1 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1  . . 

i 

7 

9  2 

6 

2 

2  0 

0 

-r -  -  ■  1  Y - J - r - 

16  8  4  0 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1948 
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